
Upcoming Events 
Sunday Worship Times: 

8:45 and 10:30 AM  in the 

sanctuary 

 May 2—Friday, MOPs (Mothers 
of Preschoolers) meet at 9:00 
AM in the Soul Garage & 
Moppets meet in Ministry 
Center.  

 May 3—Saturday, Church Clean-
Up Day, begins at 9 AM.  
Community Gardens Sign-Up in 
the fellowship hall, 9-11AM.   

 May 4—Sunday, Baptism service 
at Maranatha. Compassion 
Sunday-Sponsor a child. (See 
Announcements for details 

 May 5—Monday, 
Building/Facilities Team Meeting 
in Conference Room at 7:00 PM  

 May 5, 12, 19—Mondays, 
Women’s Craft & Chat in the 
fellowship hall, 6-8 PM.  

 May 11—Sunday, Happy 
Mother’s Day to our moms. 
Second chance to sponsor a 
child through Compassion 
International. 

 May 20—Tuesday, Elder Leader-
ship Training  Session 4 
“Winning on Purpose” in 
Fellowship Hall at 7:00 PM 

 May 21—Wednesday, Young At 
Heart Potluck , Noon-2 PM, in 
the fellowship hall followed by 
presentation from Marshfield 
Hospice Care. 

 May 25—Sunday, Memorial 
Weekend Worship Services at 
8:45 & 10:30 AM. No Sunday 
School on this date. 

 May 26—Monday, Memorial Day. 
Church office will be closed all 
day. No activities scheduled. 
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Indeed!!! 
I love Easter.   It is, and probably will always be, one of my favorite holidays.    I 

really enjoy it because most years it means a return to warmer weather, time with 

family and the chance to see my bride in a smoking hot dress.    But on a 

deeper level Easter means new life.   You see, 21 years ago God interrupted and 

forever changed my life.   I was not looking for God, and as a matter of fact, 

believed Christianity to be boring and irrelevant.    I was quite content living life 

my own way, doing my own thing and had little need for a distant God; but Easter 

Sunday of 1993 forever changed that.  

  

I grew up in a Christian home with a godly mother who lived out her faith.   I accepted Christ as a 

child but when the teen years hit, I was hard-pressed to find other kids who believed the same. 

Christianity became what my parents believed but not me.    I became worldly and rejected God 

and was quite content living life without God.   Fast forward to 1993 where I am alone at my 

college apartment as my roommates had not yet returned from Easter break.   I was trying to 

sleep and was quite fitful as I tossed and turned until 2 AM.    Wide awake and not under the 

influence of anything, God paid me a visit.    My windowless room was filled with the sound of a 

blowing wind and quite frankly, it scared the tar out of me.    I knew 

something weird had happened and the only person I could think to call 

was my mom.   I explained to her what had happened, hoping she 

wouldn’t think I was crazy.   To my surprise she began to pray for me 

and as she did, I broke.  I wept because in my heart I knew the God I 

had rejected had not rejected me. The God I had not sought out had 

sought me out.    I literally went to bed a pagan and woke up on fire for 

the Lord still  unsure though of what exactly had happened.      Within a 

few days, God directed me to begin reading the book of Acts and to my surprise I found what I 

was looking for.   “Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and 

filled the whole house where they were sitting.”  (Acts 2:2)   

   

God used this event to radically change my life.   I heard Him clearly say to me in that still small 

voice, “Darren I bought you with a price, I redeemed you from a futile way of life and it is time to 

begin to live for Me. “    So when I hear the familiar greeting on Easter morning,  “He is Risen.”    

I can’t help but think,  

“He is Risen    INDEED” 

If you have a story to tell about how Jesus Christ changed your life, we would love to hear it.   It 

is always uplifting to hear what God has done in a person’s life and how they have been 

changed by the power of our resurrected Lord.    So if you have your own story of how God 

changed your life, would you consider sharing it?   We would like to use the next few months in 

the Ministry Minute of the Messenger to share these stories of redemption.   You may forward 

your story to dandhcox@gmail.com.    

Respectfully, 

Darren Cox 
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Dear friends, 
Many of us think that the search for our next Senior Pastor officially begins with the calling and 
affirmation of Maranatha’s Pastoral Search Committee.  To be sure this step is a very important 
step, but it isn’t the FIRST step.  You may not realize it but we have been in the Senior Pastor 

Search mode when you hired me!!  Let me explain. 
 

Several years ago, our former District Superintendent, Dr. Ken Moberg, penned a work called “Ask, Seek, Knock”.  During 
Ken’s 9 years as the Forest Lakes District Superintendent, he learned a great deal about how a church conducts a search for 
its next Senior Pastor.  As he worked with Search Committees and Elder Boards, he began to organize his thoughts and the 
product of this organization was a short, but meaty work on the methodology of searching for a Senior Pastor.  This book 
and its accompanying CD of resources has now become the official recommendation of the Evangelical Free Church, all 
across the United States.  The process recommended in “Ask, Seek, Knock” is the one that we will be using here at 
Maranatha. 
 

So, back to my original statement above…  How are we currently involved in the pastoral search process if we have not 
publicly called nor affirmed a Pastoral Search Committee?  This month I will give you a brief outline of the “Ask” phase of 
the process.  There are several activities involved in this stage, some of which you have already done!  First, the Forest Lakes 
District was called to consult with the Elder Board when Pastor Dan Reid announced his resignation.  They suggested that 
Maranatha engage the services of an Intentional Interim Pastor.  The Board reviewed several suggested resumes and 
conducted several candidate interviews, of which I was one.  They made a recommendation to the church, the candidate 
(Me!!) preached and had a time of introduction and interviewing with the Membership and you voted.  This was completed 
in early November.  Since that time, it has been my task to listen and assess the current spiritual health of the church and 
make my recommendations to both the Board and the Congregation.  This I did when I presented my State of the Church.  
After the completion of my final recommendation- The Sacred Assembly- on March 23rd, I felt we were ready to investigate 
the formation of a Search Committee.   
 

According to Dr. Moberg, this is an integral part of the “Ask” phase.  Even before the official 
calling and affirmation of a Search Committee, there are other aspects of this phase that the 
Board will initiate.  The two aspects that will begin shortly can be called “assessment” 
aspects.  The first will engage a subset of the congregation and is called The Natural Church 
Development Assessment Tool.  We will ask 30 highly involved individuals to participate in a 
survey tool that will generate an assessment of our church in eight critical aspects of overall 
church health.  The second assessment tool will be a customized Congregational Survey that 
will be available to all in our congregation to take, fill out and return.  This Survey will gather 
some very useful demographics about our congregation as well as provide us with the congregation’s thoughts on what kind 
of a pastor they feel would be best for Maranatha.   
 

Both of these tools will be useful to the Board and the Search Committee as they work themselves toward the development 
of a Senior Pastor Profile.  This profile is a template that will be used to discern whether individual candidates have the 
temperament, spiritual gifting, pastoral experience, etc. to take our fellowship to the next level of spiritual development 
and evangelistic impact.  Without this profile, we would have no idea as to our own needs, our desires and aspirations for 
the future and what kind of pastor we need to take us there.  Also, the Board, existing staff and our eventual Search 
Committee will work through a series of probing questions that seek to expose our strengths, our areas of need and our 
vision for the future.  All of these questions will need to be answered so that the Search Committee has a clear picture of 
our needs and our future direction AND to have that in place before we begin to look at individual candidates. 
 
So, as you can see, we have been and will continue to be involved in the search process.  This time has not been wasted or 
spent on frivolous activities.  All that has happened can and will be used by a sovereign God who loves the church and 
depends on the church to carry out His mandate for the world and as a display of His glory in the heavenly realms.  I look 
forward to working with your Search Committee as we move from the “Ask” phase to the “Seek” phase. Please put this 
process and the Search Committee and Elders on your Prayer List.  This is a most important step in our church’s life and 
future.  Please pray that the Committee and Elders will be discerning in the months ahead. Next month I will give you a 
glimpse at the “Seek” phase of the Search Process.   
Blessings to you all,  
Pastor Bill Lerch 

From Pastor Bill... 



AWANA Celebrates Another Successful Year at Carnival 



Pastor Tony & Michelle Treat Youth to Seder Meal 

Our youth had the opportunity to learn more about 

Jewish tradition and the meaning of the Seder meal 

celebrated at Passover.  Thanks Michelle for preparing 

the meal. And setting this up for the kids! 

 Great Support for Palm Sunday Breakfast 



Please include these people in your prayers: 

Bill Clark, Lillian Bjugstad, Violet Fossum, Marilyn 
Longseth, Marilyn Robertson, Nancy Peters, Mary Holmes, 
Stan Oftedahl, Marv Oftedahl, Darlene Strohmeyer, Ray 
Caldwell, Scott Franson, Deb Helquist, LaRoy Lucken, Don 
Murley, Nadine Murley, Pat Swanson, Connie Blix, Edith 
Gauthier, Nona Schreiber’s sister and husband Bill, Roccy 
Raymond, Chasta Cimfl’s aunt, Bob Lindner’s sister Linda 
Schatz and cousin Dennis, Jeannine Zook’s dad Bill, Mike 
Green’s father-in-law Tom, June Lihrman’s friend Richard, 
Paul Murry’s brother Benny, Glen Wegner’s brother Greg,  
Esther Swan’s brother David and sisters Freida and 
Barbara,  Kathy Johnson’s mother Irene Vaughn, Lee & 
Shelby Wohlk’s grandson Jesse, Cheri Kromrey’s sister, 
Fran Reich’s children, Lillian Bjugstad’s son Mark, Elfriede 
Harwart’s children, Don & Bernadette Park’s son Bruce, 
Becky Brunette’s cousin’s daughter Raegan, Jane Gudim’s 
mother Dorothy, Sandy Hodge’s sister Jo and daughter 
Karen,   Molly Parent’s son Michael, Leah Margan’s niece 
Leanna, Mary Benson’s sister Darlene,  Patricia Young’s 

“But God has surely 
listened and heard 
my voice in prayer.  
Praise be to God, 
who has not 
rejected my prayer 
or withheld His 
love from me!” 
Psalm  66:19-20 

brother Harlan, Mary Graese’s sister Corinne, Rick & 
Laura Hill’s brother-in-law Rick and dad Jim and friend 
Margo. 

Residents of Nursing Care: Rice Lake Convalescent 
Center: Ruth Fredrickson-Olson. Heritage Manor: Nancy 
Peters 

Serving in the military:   Roccy & Diann Raymond’s 
Daughter Shelley is serving in Turkey. Debbie Stoeberl’s 
nephew Jacob Polzin is serving in the Navy in the 
Persian Gulf. Mike & Lori Green’s son Kyle is serving 
overseas in the Navy. 

Praises:  Three people made life-
changing commitments to Jesus 
Christ at our Easter services.   

Congregational Care -  Prayer Concerns 

CenterShot Archery Ministry 
Great Year, Great Volunteers 

CenterShot Archery Ministries has been around for a few years, and continues to be one of the best cooperative 

efforts with volunteers from the community and other churches in Rice Lake.  We are grateful for all who come.  

This year’s theme was the kid’s version of “A Case for Christ”.  Kids learn the skills of shooting a bow and 

sportsmanship  while learning vital lessons from the Word of God.  What a great way 

to reach out for Christ into our community.  This year we handed out several trophies 

as special awards, and had over 50 kids complete CenterShot. A special thanks go to 

Sean Graese, Jeff & Barb Severson and Pastor Paul Green for coordinating the 

program and everyone who participated.   



Sonshine Ladies Bible Study meets every Thursday In the Conference room at Maranatha at 1:30 PM.  For further information, contact Val 
Caldwell at 715-234-4432. 
 

MOPs (Mothers of Preschoolers will meet on Friday, May 2nd at 9:00 AM in Maranatha’s Soul Garage with Moppets (child care) in the Ministry Center.  
Mother’s night out Friday, May 9th at 7:00 PM in the Soul Garage, and Play Day will be on Friday, May 16th from 9:00—11:00 AM in the Ministry Center’s 
Gathering place. For further information, contact Michelle at MOPs@maranathafree.com.  
All-Church Clean-Up Day On Saturday, May 3rd.—Everyone is invited to join our Building Facilities Team as they clean around the church on Saturday, 
May 3rd beginning at 9:00 AM.   We will have plenty of work for everyone inside and out so bring cleaning supplies, rakes, trash bags, shovels, 
gloves and whatever you think might come in handy.  Thanks!  For further information, contact Darren Bjugstad at 715-418-1608.  

Church Clean-Up Day—Saturday, May 3rd, 9 AM at Maranatha.  We will have plenty of work for everyone inside and out so bring cleaning supplies, 
rakes, trash bags, shovels, gloves and whatever you think might come in handy.  Thanks! Hope you can join us. 

Women’s Craft and Chat Will meet Mondays, May 5, 12, and 19th from 6-8 PM in the Fellowship hall. Leave the family at home and bring the craft 
project you haven’t had time to do.  Bring it, a friend and a snack and join us on Monday nights for fun, fellowship and a short devotional time.  
For more information contact Carmen at the church office at 715-234-8313 or carmen@maranathafree.com. 
 
 

No Children’s Sunday School on Sunday May 25th in honor of Memorial Day.. We hope you can be with us on our other Sundays for children’s 
Sunday School during the 10:30 AM service this summer.  Thank you. 
 

Elder Leadership Training—The Fourth session of Elder Leadership Training will be on Tuesday, May 20th at 7:00 PM.  For further information 
contact Pastor Bill at 715-234-8313. 
 

Young at Heart (Age 55+) will meet on Wednesday, May 21st at noon for lunch (Potluck) in the fellowship hall.  Following lunch, Marshifeld 
Hospice Care will have a presentation for those who attend. Please sign up at the bulletin board to your left as you enter the fellowship hall 
or on the Blue sheets in Sunday’s bulletin for what you will bring for lunch.  For further information, contact Lee and Shelby Wohlk at 715-
458-2529.    
 

Soul Garage Senior Night—All graduating Seniors that have been involved at some level in the Soul Garage Youth Ministry are invited along with 
their parents/guardians to a special Senior Night on May 10th in the Soul Garage 7:00-9:00 pm.  Check your email for an electronic invitation to 
RSVP before May 7th or email Pastor Tony (tony@soulgarage.com).  Rumor has it there will be Norske Nook pies. 

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner —If you have served at Maranatha between June 2013 and May 2014 in ANY capacity (small or large), you are invited to 
join us for an evening of eating, reflecting and celebrating what God has done through the various ministries of Maranatha this past year.  The 
dinner will take place on Sunday, May 18th in the Gathering Place, starting at 5 PM.  Childcare will be provided.  Check your email for an electronic 
invitation to RSVP by May 11th or call or email Ginny Proffitt (ginny.prof@hotmail.com or 715.651.1405).  Hope to see you there! 
 

Memorial Weekend– There will be no Sunday School Classes on Sunday, May 25th.  Our church office will be closed Monday, May 26th in 
observance of Memorial Day.   
Service Times : Sunday services are 8:45 AM & 10:30 AM. Hide and Seek Children’s Sunday School for children ages 30 months through 5th Grade is 
during both services in the Ministry center.  Sunday School for 7th and 8th graders is available in the 10:30 AM hour. The children’s Sunday 
School programs are identical for both services.  Nursery is available for infants through 36 months in the main church for all services.  

3340 S. Main Street 

Rice Lake, WI  54868 

Phone:  715-234-8313 

mefc@chibardun.net 
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